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Capturing the instant
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Seeing it through? Visual markings as earth writing

Abstract. Cultural marks in the environment imply how the symbolic and real, and
the absent and present are linked in our readings of the environment. The relations
between these can also be expressed while writing places: while making them
present with some mode of showing or telling. Although verbally written places are
often considered to be primary, visual marks write places as well. In the interpreta-
tion of images, there has been the illusion of truthfulness and transparency. This
insight has, however, been challenged while paying attention to the intertextual rela-
tions and differing contexts which are needed for texts to signify. This article deals
with textual interpretation of the environment, and the current issues of visual culture
in cultural geography.
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The illusion of transparency
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Visually marked landscapes
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Figure 1. Tiina Salmi’s “Maisemat” (“Landscapes) in the environmental art exhibition “Exterus”, Lahti,
Finland, 1999. (All photos by author.)
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“Bild”: A picture of reality?
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Figure 2. Translating The Branderburg Gate into an image. Berlin, Germany, 2002.
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Figure 3. Colin Pearce’s “See it Through” in the environmental art exhibition “Exterus”, Lahti, Finland,
1999.
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